
Earnest Money & 
option Fee delivery date.

Sample Timeline
HOW TO MEET THE EARNEST-MONEY DEADLINE 
The One to Four Family Residential Contract (Resale) (TAR 1601, TREC 20-16) now has a strict three-day
deadline to deliver earnest money. Unlike other deadlines in the contract, though, if the deadline falls on a
weekend or legal holiday, the deadline is extended to the next business day. Here are three scenarios that
show how to determine the earnest money deadline.

( P E R  T R E C  C O N T R A C T  F O R M  2 0 - 1 6 ,
E F F E C T i V E  1 1 / 0 8 / 2 0 2 1 )
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Bringing You to the Closing Table

S U N M O N T U E W E D T H U F R i S A T

Sample 1:  N O  W E E K E N D S  O R  H O L i D A Y S  F A L L  O N  T H E  T H i R D  D A Y

S U N M O N T U E W E D T H U F R i S A T

Sample 2: W E E K E N D  A N D  L E G A L  H O L i D A Y  F A L L  O N  T H i R D  D A Y

S U N M O N T U E W E D T H U F R i S A T

Sample 3: L E G A L  H O L i D A Y S  &  W E E K E N D  D A Y S  O N  D A Y S  1  &  2  D O  N O T
E X T E N D  T H E  D E A D L i N E

CONTRACT
EFFECTiVE
DATE

DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3
Earnest money
must be delivered
by end of the day.

CONTRACT
EFFECTiVE
DATE

DAY 1 DAY 2

Deadline for earnest
money extended to
next business day.

LEGAL HOLiDAY
Deadline for earnest
money extended to
next business day.

Deadline for earnest
money extended to
next business day.

DAY 3
Earnest money
must be delivered
by end of the day.

CONTRACT
EFFECTiVE
DATE

DAY 1
LEGAL HOLiDAY
Since this is not Day 3,
this legal holiday still
counts as Day 1.

DAY 2
Since this is not
Day 3, this Saturday
still counts as Day 2.

Deadline for earnest
money extended to
next business day.

DAY 3
Earnest money
must be delivered
by end of the day.


